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The College of Medicine Committee on Student Awards and Scholarships (CCSAS) is charged 
with the task of providing the primary leadership in the selection and awarding of scholarships to 
incoming College of Medicine students. Historically, the awards were made possible by 
endowed funds from alumni and friends of the college to allow for the selection of highly 
motivated and accomplished recipients.  In general, criteria for consideration include academic 
achievement as well as extracurricular accomplishments that align with our mission and make 
potential recipients excellent choices for our student body. Further, given the competition for top 
candidates, these scholarships are critical recruitment tools.   
 
For 2016, the Committee had three types of scholarships to award: (1) the College of Medicine 
Scholarship; (2) the Sweeney Scholars award; and (3) the Non-Resident Scholarship. Of the 677 
applicants who received an offer of admission in 2016, the Committee reviewed in detail 250 
applications, and 122 (or 20% of the total admits) were awarded one of the above scholarships. 
Below is a summary of the three types of awards: 
 
College of Medicine Scholarship:  
This is a four-year, renewable award which, in 2016, provided $15,000 per year and up to 
$60,000 for four years of medical studies. A total of 45 offers were made, and 23 (51%) of those 
candidates enrolled in 2016. 
 
Sweeney Scholars Program: 
This is a very competitive program which requires a minimum MCAT total score of 523 (the 99th 
percentile on the examination), as well as a strong GPA. Furthermore, recipients are guaranteed 
support for the first two years of medical studies. The award continues for third and fourth years 
only if the student achieves a USMLE Step 1 score that is one standard deviation above the 
mean. In 2016, 14 individuals were offered a Sweeney award and 8 (57%) of them enrolled in 
the college. 
 
Non-Resident Scholarship: 
The Non-Resident Scholarship is not a monetary award, but a waiver of the non-resident portion 
of a recipient’s tuition. It aims to increase the diversity of students from outside of Illinois. In 
2016, 55 awards were made, and 19 (35%) enrolled in the college. 
 
As mentioned earlier, the work of this committee is critical in allowing the college to compete 
for highly accomplished applicants. For the entering 2016 students, the committee increased the 
amount of the College of Medicine Scholarship to $15,000 per year, and a total of up to $60,000 
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for four years of medical studies. Also, the committee moved to align the scholarship offers with 
the offers of admission. This entails reviewing applications on a shorter turn around so that 
awards can be made simultaneous with admission to the college. 
 
Analysis of available outcome data reveals that our efforts have honored our mission of 
attracting and matriculating very competitive & diverse candidates:   
 
College of Medicine Scholarship:  
Each of the candidates who were offered a College of Medicine Scholarship, received multiple 
acceptances from a pool of 51 institutions which included Columbia, Dartmouth, Harvard, Johns 
Hopkins, University of Chicago & several Big Ten universities. Those that actually enrolled in 
the college this year, were also offered positions from a pool of 26 institutions which included 
Boston U., Case Western, Dartmouth, U. of Pennsylvania, Wake Forest, & several Big Ten/local 
universities. 
 
Sweeney Scholars Program: 
Each of the candidates who were offered a Sweeney Scholarship received multiple acceptances 
from a pool of 20 institutions across the country.  The data on 2 out-of-state enrollees showed 
that they had offers from at least 6 different intuitions. 
 
Non-Resident Scholarship: 
Each of the candidates who were offered a Non-Resident Scholarship received multiple 
acceptances from a pool of 71 institutions across the country. Only 2 of the 22 candidates that 
did not enroll at the University of Illinois went to a Chicago area university.  Most stayed in their 
area of origin.  Those that actually enrolled here this year, originated from California (6), Florida 
(4), Connecticut (1), Kansas (1), Mississippi (1) and New Jersey (1). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Peggy Wheeler, MD 
CCSAS, Chair 


