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The College of Medicine Committee on Student Awards and Scholarships (CCSAS) is charged with the 

task of providing the primary leadership in the selection and awarding of scholarships to incoming 

College of Medicine students. Historically, the awards were made possible by endowed funds from 

alumni and friends of the college to allow for the selection of highly motivated and accomplished 

recipients.  In general, criteria for consideration include academic achievement as well as extracurricular 

accomplishments that align with our mission and make potential recipients excellent choices for our 

student body. Further, given the competition for top candidates, these scholarships are critical 

recruitment tools.   

 

There are four types of scholarships to award: (1) the College of Medicine Scholarship; (2) the Sweeney 

Scholars award; (3) the Non-Resident Scholarship and (4) the Dean’s Scholarship. Below is a summary of 

the four types of awards: 

 

College of Medicine Scholarship:  

This is a four-year, renewable award which provides $15,000 per year and up to $60,000 for four years 

of medical studies.  

 

Sweeney Scholars Program: 

This is a very competitive program which requires a minimum MCAT total score of in the 99th percentile 

on the examination, as well as a strong GPA. Furthermore, recipients are guaranteed support for the 

first two years of medical studies. The award continues for third and fourth years only if the student 

achieves a USMLE Step 1 score that is one standard deviation above the mean. 

 

Non-Resident Scholarship: 

The Non-Resident Scholarship is not a monetary award, but a waiver of the non-resident portion of a 

recipient’s tuition. It aims to increase the diversity of students from outside of Illinois.  

 

Dean’s Scholarship 

The Dean’s Scholar provides in-state full tuition scholarship for four years. 

 

Thanks to the tremendous efforts of representatives from the Dean’s office, the Admissions office & the 

Financial Aid office, funding was identified significantly earlier this year to support our scholarships.  Our 

committee was able to move closer to align scholarship offers with the rolling schedule of the 

Admissions Committee.   

 

 

 



 

The CCSAS processed over 500 candidates for the following scholarships: 

15  College of Medicine Scholarships 
  3  Sweeney Scholars (1 In-State & 2 Out-of-State)  
20  Non-Resident Scholarships  
  1  Dean’s Scholar  

 

After the Admissions office reached their acceptance goals, the CCSAS, ended their scholarship offers.  

Analysis of available outcome data revealed that our efforts have honored our mission of attracting and 

matriculating very competitive & diverse candidates:   

 

College of Medicine Scholarship:  

There were 16 College of Medicine Scholarships awarded.  

 

Sweeney Scholars Program: 

There was 1 Sweeney In-State Scholarship & 2 Out-of-State Scholarship awarded.   

 

Non-Resident Scholarship: 

There were 11 Non-Resident Scholarships awarded. 

 

Dean’s Scholarship: 

There was 1 Dean’s Scholar awarded. 

 

The CCSAS is looking forward to updating the current scholarship criteria & descriptions, as well as 

explore new scholarship possibilities. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Peggy Wheeler, MD 

CCSAS, Chair 

 

 


