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The 2018-19 academic year marked several notable accomplishments for the Continuing Medical 
Education (CME) program at the University of Illinois College of Medicine (UICOM).  This past May, CME 
Committee members from the four College of Medicine sites, Chicago, Peoria, Rockford, and Urbana, 
convened in Rockford for an annual retreat where the President of the Accreditation Council on 
Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), Dr. Graham McMahon, shared his knowledge and insights.  At 
the retreat, committee members also discussed plans for the program’s next reaccreditation cycle, 
which will begin in spring 2021, including strategies to meet Commendation, which is an additional two-
year extension of the four-year accreditation term provided by ACCME.  Commendation is awarded by 
the ACCME to outstanding CME providers who integrate and advance interprofessional collaborative 
practice, public health priorities, and leadership, among others.   

In addition to a successful retreat, The Office of CME at Chicago certified 48 activities developed across 
20 UICOM departments, divisions, and medical centers for a total of 774.25 AMA PRA Category 1 
credits.  Of these 48 activities, 20 of these were brand new programs, which a moderate increase from 
the 16 new activities certified the previous year.  In addition, 36 of the 48 activities were episodic and 12 
were Regularly Scheduled Series (RSS) format.  Nearly 2,000 physicians attended UICOM CME activities 
throughout this past year for a total of almost 2,500 contact hours.  

The CME program primarily exists to provide continuing medical education opportunities and resources 
to its faculty physicians.  However, it also aims to offer high-quality CME activities to physicians from 
affiliate and non-affiliate institutes across the region and elsewhere, which is why program support is 
paramount.  Many of the Chicago Committee on CME members have been incredibly active and 
involved with the CME program over this past year.  From providing comments for proposals and 
attending monthly meetings to offering program-related feedback, they have been an integral part of 
CME and its efforts to meet the educational needs of the College community, whom benefit greatly 
from the program’s services.  

As the CME program enters another academic year, it will continue to prioritize its mission to lend the 
College community by providing for high-quality continuing medical education opportunities to faculty 
and non-faculty practitioners, alike.  This last academic year saw several advancements, which the 
program will build upon to continuously provide exemplary service.  

 

 

 

 


