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The College Committee on Instruction and Appraisal (CCIA) is the College of Medicine standing 
committee responsible for the effectiveness of the educational program leading to the MD degree as well 
as for assuring that the curriculum meets LCME accreditation standards. 
 
 
Curriculum Renewal 
First Retreat:  At the first CCIA Education Retreat in February 2016, faculty launched a series of 
decisions about curriculum renewal that became the basis for the “Summary of Phase 1 Components” 
document approved by the College Executive Committee in April 2016.   
 
Curriculum Attributes:  Faculty decided the new curriculum will be structured in three phases with Phase 
1 encompassing and shortening the “M1 and M2” years to approximately 16 months. Faculty also called 
for integrating basic and clinical sciences in a learning environment in which basic science information is 
taught in the context of clinical practice. In addition, students will have the opportunity to practice clinical 
skills beginning early in Phase 1 and continuing longitudinally across Phases 1 and 2 at minimum. 
Faculty at the retreat also created a content structure comprising 5 major themes (which encompass 18 
subthemes). These five themes will weave throughout all phases of the curriculum: 
 Professional Development 
 Health, Illness & Society 
 Foundational Knowledge 
 Health Care Systems 
 Clinical Practice 

 
Ten Phase 1 courses are in development, with “Theme Teams” beginning to determine curriculum 
content. Course directors and leaders will provide the next wave of decision-making on course content. 
 
Approval by the Faculty Senate: The College will present a proposal to the Senate Committee on 
Educational Policy (SCEP) in October describing the curriculum structure complete with course 
names, course numbers and an outline of content.  This approval of Phase 1 curriculum will be 
followed with another proposal for Phases 2 and 3 at a later date. 
 
Second Retreat:  With Phase 1 curriculum under development, attention now turns to Phase 2 (Core 
Clerkships and Electives) and Phase 3 (Advanced Electives). As with the first retreat, both basic science 
and clinical faculty are invited to the second CCIA retreat, this one planned for October 2016 in Peoria. 
The spotlight will be on curriculum for Phases 2 and 3, with retreat outcomes expected to yield many 
decisions crucial to development of the clerkship and post-clerkship years.  
 
LCME 
LCME’s site visit is scheduled for April 2018, which will be nine months into the new Phase 1 
curriculum that will be launched in fall 2017. Initiatives overseen by the CCIA related to preparations for 
the LCME site visit include: 
 Evaluation by the LCME Mid-Cycle Review Team to determine the college’s state of compliance 

with LCME standards. 



 Restructure of Student Assessment and Program Evaluation in the both the current and new 
curricula to 1) provide accurate and rapid feedback on course, faculty, and student performance 2) 
enable course directors to make data-based modifications and 3) inform LCME site visitors. 

 Creation of curriculum delivery methods and tools that facilitate formative narrative feedback to 
students, which is a priority of LCME. 

 
 
Three projects that contribute to curricular innovation 
 
 The AAMC Entrustable Professional Attributes (EPAs) Pilot Project is shaping the language of 

student assessment by helping identify the progress students make toward residency readiness.  
The College is one of ten participating schools nationwide. 

 The Shapiro Institute Millennium Project, a continuation of work begun at the 2015 Millennium 
Conference in which a team from the College participated, is addressing critical post-clerkship 
training that will be informing the development of the upcoming Phase 3 (post-clerkship) MD 
curriculum. 

 The Interprofessional Education (IPE) Collaborative, under the auspices of the UIC vice 
chancellor for health affairs, focuses on curriculum for team-based patient-centered care and 
helps satisfy accreditation requirements for collaboration across health professions. 

 
Our curriculum committees have been instrumental in examining both college-wide and campus-specific 
challenges and opportunities in training our medical students. The responsibilities of these committees 
will be realigned to increase the efficiency of our curriculum transformation process.  The members of the 
CCIA appreciate the profound impact that these decisions will have on current and future College of 
Medicine students. In the day-to-day work of curricular transformation, our students remain our bedrock 
and our inspiration. 
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