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The Entering Class of 2016: 
 
The number and quality of applicants for the entering class of 2016 were very 
high. We had a total of 7,962 applicants, with Illinois residents comprising 
about one-quarter of the total. Nationally, there was a 1.1% increase in the 
applicant pool compared to 2015. For the University of Illinois, there was a 
2.9% decrease in the applicant pool compared to 2015. This decrease was seen 
primarily in the out-of-state applicant pool. All candidates for admission were 
interviewed by faculty and upper-class medical students. This year, we 
conducted 864 interviews. Total offers made in 2016 decreased by 2.9% 
compared to 2015, 604 versus 677; and 317 students enrolled.  
 
Of the total applicant pool, 1,592 were from underrepresented minority (URM) 
candidates, an increase of about 3% compared to 2015. The increase was 
particularly evident in the in-state applicant pool. Total offers made to URM 
applicants was the same as in 2015. The number of URM matriculants 
decreased slightly by 4.4% compared to 2015 (86 versus 90 enrollees).  
 
The College offers several special programs which continue to experience strong 
interest from applicants. Of the entire entering class, 26% of the students 
participate in one of these programs: 
 
• The Rural Illinois Medical Student Assistance Program (RIMSAP) and the 

Rural Medical Education (RMED) programs aim to identify and recommend 
candidates who are best suited for a rural medical practice. This year, 27 
matriculants (or 8% of all enrollees) are part of these programs.  

 
• The Medical Scientist Training Program (MSTP) at the Chicago campus 

prepares medical scientists to advance biomedical and clinical research, and 
become leaders in academic medicine. This year, nine students (3% of the 
total) entered through MSTP.  

 
• In 2016, the Chicago campus offered three special curricular programs 

which considered applicants after their admission to the MD program: the 
Global Medicine (GMED), Innovation Medicine (IMed) and Urban Medicine 
(UMED) programs. Each of them focuses on particular interests, such as 
leadership in global health, the convergence of medicine and technology, 
and leadership in urban underserved communities. Combined, these three 
programs enrolled 48 students, or 15% of the total. 
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• The Guaranteed Professional Program Admissions (GPPA) seeks to attract 
high-achieving high school students to UIC by offering simultaneous 
acceptance to the undergraduate curriculum as well as to the College. In 
2016, 38 GPPA students enrolled as freshmen at UIC 

 
Status of the Entering Class of 2017: 
 
The entering class of 2017 matriculated on August 7th. This year our applicant 
pool decreased by about 4% from 2016 (7,627 vs. 7,962); the national pool 
decreased by 2.6%. The number of eligible applicants was virtually unchanged 
from the previous year (5,180 vs. 5,222).The official number of new 
matriculants was 286.  
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