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The College Committee on Instruction and Appraisal (CCIA) is the College of Medicine standing 

committee responsible for the effectiveness of the educational program leading to the MD 

degree as well as for assurance that the curriculum meets LCME accreditation standards. 

The CCIA oversees the new and of the classic curricula at the Rockford, Peoria and Chicago 

campuses and of the classic curriculum as a separate track at the Urbana campus. 

 

During this past year, CCIA has invited the chair of the College Committee on Student 

Promotions, Dr. Timothy Murphy, to attend CCIA meetings regularly as a way to build more 

continuity between the committees. This is a great help in crafting policies, such as the 

attendance and remediation policies, that bridge the two groups. 

In addition, CCIA has asked Dr. Sandra Yingling, head of the Medical Education Data Group, to 

report monthly on program evaluation and student assessment. Since implementation of the 

Phase 1 curriculum, CCIA now has a comprehensive view of the data and the types of rapid 

turnaround analyses possible given that data from all campuses are digital, in a common 

format, and centralized. 

And, finally, the Director of Medical Student Learning Environment has also been invited to 

attend CCIA meetings monthly and report on mistreatment issues and other learning 

environment issues. This position is currently vacant; once filled, it is expected CCIA will again 

hear regular reports. 

Other highlights of CCIA’s year include: 

 

The LCME site visit in April 2018 proceeded smoothly, with many faculty from the four 

campuses called on to discuss current procedures and compliance with LCME standards. We 

are awaiting the LCME’s report. 

 



CCIA has decommissioned these two task forces: 

 The Clerkships in the New Curriculum Sub-Committee 

 The Curriculum Management Sub-Committee  

as they have completed their charges. The first explored options for various clerkship structures 

possible in the Phase 2 curriculum. The latter culminated with the creation of an organization 

chart representing the reporting structure of the CCIA subcommittees. 

Using the Clerkships in the New Curriculum’s recommendations for length of the six core 

clerkships, CCIA members debated in a special meeting the merits of the options, coming to 

agreement that Surgery and Internal Medicine will be eight-week clerkships and Pediatrics, 

Psychiatry, Ob/Gyn and Family Medicine will be six-week clerkships. These terms begin in AY 

2018/19. A task force will be appointed to review what the optimum length of the Internal 

Medicine clerkship should be. 

 

A new task force, the “Phase 2/3 Committee,” is working on creating a new curriculum for the 

clerkship and elective years that builds on Phase 1’s tenets to integrate themes and basic 

medical science concepts in clinical settings. It’s twenty-plus members represent all campuses, 

all disciplines and all curricular themes. 

 

Two new Education Coordinating Committees (ECCs) have been developed: 

 Phase 1 ECC, comprising Rockford, Peoria and Chicago faculty, is the oversight 

subcommittee of CCIA reporting on all facets of the M1/M2 curriculum. 

 Becoming the seventh core clerkship, the Neurology ECC, also with representatives from 

the three campuses, is implementing a new Neurology elective in AY 2018/19 and 

creating a required four-week Neurology clerkship in AY 2019/20. 

 

The national AAMC Core Entrustable Professional Activities Pilot Project – which is shaping 

the language of student assessment by helping identify the progress students make toward 

residency readiness – will become center stage as the Phase 2/3 curriculum takes shape. 

Though EPAs are introduced in the college’s Phase 1 curriculum, it is not until students are in 

clerkships that the more hands-on training will lend itself to assessing students’ abilities on 

EPAs. The College is one of ten schools participating in the project nationwide. 

 



The new Phase 1 curriculum launched with success in 2017/18, and as its second cohort begins 

this fall, feedback from program evaluation has informed the decision to make changes: Block 

3, Musculoskeletal and Dermatology, was deemed too content rich – especially with anatomy – 

so its term will be lengthened from five to six weeks, using the week Synthesis had occupied. In 

addition, Block 8 requires a name change and the longitudinal courses, Medical Colloquia, 

Synthesis and DoCS, need a credit hour change. A proposal as such will be presented to the 

Senate Committee on Educational Policy (SCEP).  
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