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“Wherever the art of  medicine is loved, there is 
also a love of  humanity.” –Hippocrates

“Medical education does not exist to provide 
students with a way of  making a living, but to 
ensure the health of  the community.” – Rudolf  
Virchow

“Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is 
the key to success. If  you love what you are doing, 
you will be successful.”
—–Albert Schweitzer

Friday,
June 14, 2019



2019
DEPARTMENTAL
RISING STAR AWARDS



RISING STAR
-CRITERIA-

Nominees for the Departmental Rising Star Award
are selected based on their strong potential to be 
future leaders in their chosen field.  

Awardees should be at the rank of  Assistant 
Professor or Associate Professor and have served on 
the UIC faculty for less than 10 years. 



Department of 
Anatomy & Cell Biology

RISING STAR
Sarah Lutz, PhD

Dr. Lutz is a creative and enthusiastic scientist 
who is developing an innovative research 
program focusing on the modulation of  blood-
brain barrier damage and repair.  She 
represents a key hub of  future collaboration 
between basic science and clinical departments 
in the College. -Simon Alford, PhD



Department of 
Anesthesiology

RISING STAR
Jacqueline Galvan, MD

Dr. Galvan is a preeminent educator, 
whose commitment to mentoring and 
educating others in the practice of  OB 
anesthesia as well as in the broader 
aspects of  our specialty is truly 
extraordinary.
-David Schwartz, MD, FCCP



Department of 
Bioengineering

RISING STAR
Dieter Klatt, PhD

Dr. Klatt is a leading researcher in magnetic 
resonance elastography, with a strong record 
of  scholarly publications and excellent 
classroom instruction credentials.  He has 
demonstrated the highest level of  excellence 
as a researcher and educator.
-Thomas Royston, PhD



Department of 
Dermatology

RISING STAR
Kyle Amber, MD

Dr. Amber has re-ignited the basic science 
dermatology laboratory, constructing a 
dynamic research team of  scientists and 
specialized technicians.  He is a valuable 
asset to our program with his creativity,
energy, teaching, sound scholar background 
and bench to bedside abilities. 
-Maria (Lina) Tsoukas, MD, PhD 



Department of 
Emergency Medicine

RISING STAR
Leah Finkel, MD

Dr. Finkel is Director of  Pediatric Education 
for the Emergency Medicine department, 
and has been an outstanding addition to our 
program.  She is an innovative and skilled 
academic physician who has created value 
by the work she has done to improve care of  
pediatric emergency patients. 
-Terry Vanden Hoek, MD, FACEP



Department of 
Family Medicine

RISING STAR
Amanda Perry, MD

Dr. Perry is an outstanding clinician educator, 
teaching residents and health professions students. 
She is passionate about geriatrics and caring for 
older adult patients. She is Director of  our Home Visits 
Program. She has made significant contributions to the 
development of  interprofessional geriatrics training in the 
Patient-centered Medicine (PCM) Scholars Program, as 
well as online training about Dementia in ENGAGE-IL.
-Memoona Hasnain, MD, MHPE, PhD



Department of 
Medical Education

RISING STAR
Sandy Yingling, PhD

As a medical education scholar and newer faculty 
member, Dr. Yingling effectively integrates her 
educational administration role with her faculty role, 
and is deeply engaged in critical and avant-garde 
areas of  medical education research.  Her 
contributions are much valued by her colleagues and 
we are proud to number her among our faculty.
-Alan Schwartz, PhD 



Department of 
Medicine

RISING STAR
Ananya Gangopadhyaya, MD

Dr. G is an outstanding clinician educator who 
has been integral in the development of  
curricula in a variety of  formats including 
didactic, team-based learning, standardized 
patients and simulation. She is innovative, 
compassionate, student and patient-centered, 
and provides high quality care.  -Patricia W. Finn, MD



Department of 
Neurology and Rehabilitation

RISING STAR
Anna Serafini, MD

Dr. Serafini has made a significant impact on our 
department, bringing into being a fully functional 
epilepsy monitoring unit that has advanced our 
epilepsy surgery program.  She has become well 
known for the care of  her patients and her special 
role in helping child-bearing women. Anna is self-
driven, compassionate, and a wonderful colleague 
and teacher.  -Jeffrey Loeb, MD, PhD



Department of 
Neurosurgery

RISING STAR
Ankit Mehta, MD

Dr. Mehta’s contributions meld neurosurgery 
research and the translation of  knowledge into 
practice as a means for transforming our 
neurosurgical oncology care into a more 
efficient, equitable, evidence-based patient-
centered environment.  He has excelled in basic 
science research by his innovative ideas and 
mentorship.   -Fady Charbel, MD, FAANS, FACS



RISING STAR
Catherine Wheatley, MD

Dr. Wheatley possesses the drive and passion 
to make a positive difference to the lives of  
pregnant women in our community through 
her clinical service and leadership role in the 
Obstetrics Emergency Room Services at UI 
Hospital. She is passionate about teaching 
medical students and residents and is an 
outstanding educator. -Mary Stephenson, MD, MSc

Department of 
Obstetrics & Gynecology



RISING STAR
Maria Cortina, MD

Dr. Cortina is a clinician-scientist who is 
dedicated to training the world’s future 
ophthalmologists, and is an international 
expert in managing the most complicated 
cases of  corneal disease.  She is an outstanding 
lecturer and mentor, and an authoritative and 
passionate ophthalmologist and scientist.  
-R.V. Paul Chan, MD, MSc, MBA, FACS

Department of 
Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences



RISING STAR
Heather Weinreich, MD

Dr. Weinreich is an excellent teacher and 
outstanding role model to residents, and has 
made great contributions to the curriculum 
both didactically and in the patient care arena.  
Her guidance of  the departmental research 
initiative has resurrected a component of  the 
department that had become dormant.
-Barry Wenig, MD, MPH 

Department of Otolaryngology -
Head & Neck Surgery



RISING STAR
Angela Rivers, MD, PhD

Dr. Rivers is devoted to improving the lives 
of  patients with Sickle Cell Disease by 
developing new drug alternatives and 
changing healthcare delivery models.  She is 
a rigorous and innovative scholar and 
educator, and is dedicated to diversity and 
inclusion, and to community service.
-Benjamin Van Voorhees, MD, MPH 

Department of 
Pediatrics



Dr. Tamplin is a geneticist and developmental 
biologist with training from Boston Children’s 
Hospital.  He  models hematological diseases and
is working on hematopoiesis with clear potential 
to impact clinical medicine.  He is an outstanding 
teacher, and will be a key contributor to 
departmental research programs in stem cell 
transplantation and regenerative medicine.   -Asrar Malik, PhD 

RISING STAR
Owen Tamplin, PhD

Department of 
Pharmacology



Department of 
Physiology and Biophysics

Dr. Shaye is a highly productive, collaborative, 
influential new faculty member who has had a 
tremendous positive influence on our students 
and faculty.  He is a true leader in our 
educational efforts, and his research is making 
inroads into the mysteries of  multicellular 
communication and development.
-Jan Kitajewski, PhD 

RISING STAR
Daniel Shaye, PhD



Department of 
Psychiatry

RISING STAR
Melissa Wagner-Schuman, MD, PhD

Dr. Wagner is an exceptionally talented and 
well-trained physician scientist who has 
developed collaborative relationships 
throughout the medical school.  Her dedication 
and drive to improve education, clinical care 
and patient outcomes is infectious and 
inspiring to trainees and staff  alike.   
-Anand Kumar, MD, MHA



Department of 
Radiology

RISING STAR
Lauren Green, MD

Dr. Green has been an instrumental player in 
increasing the appropriate use of  breast imaging 
and in the overall care of  breast cancer patients 
here at our institution.  She is an important voice 
at tumor boards, an exceptional teacher, and a 
tireless advocate for her patients. It is impossible 
to envision the department without her 
involvement or leadership. -Charles E. Ray, Jr., MD, PhD, MS



Department of 
Surgery

RISING STAR
Mario Spaggiari, MD

Dr. Spaggiari has become a formidable 
transplant surgeon, and is one of  the few 
surgeons capable of  performing robotic kidney 
transplants in obese patients.  His exceptional 
technical skills, academic productivity, and 
passion for medical education make him an 
extremely promising faculty member and 
future academic leader.   -Enrico Benedetti, MD, FACS



Department of 
Urology

RISING STAR
Rodrigo Pagani, MD

Dr. Pagani is one of  the world’s renowned 
leaders in male reproductive microsurgery.  
He is a productive contributor to the medical 
literature, a favored teacher of  our residents 
and fellows, and a consistent presence in the 
UI Innovation Center.   I cannot praise Dr. Pagani 
enough for his great efforts in teaching, research 
and clinical care. -Craig Niederberger, MD, FACS



2019
DEPARTMENTAL
FACULTY OF THE YEAR AWARDS



FACULTY OF THE YEAR
-CRITERIA-

Nominees for the Departmental Faculty of the 
Year Award are selected from the mid-career and 
senior faculty, based on a demonstrated record of  
excellence in teaching, research or service.   

Awardees are normally at the associate professor or 
professor level, although assistant professors who 
have served on the UIC faculty for over ten years 
may also be considered. 



Department of 
Anatomy & Cell Biology

FACULTY OF THE YEAR
Kuei Tseng, MD, PhD

Dr. Tseng is a highly active and successful research 
scientist.  He is well known for his innovative 
presentations, has been pivotal in developing a new 
curriculum for biomedical graduate education, and is 
an outstanding mentor for trainees and faculty.  Dr. 
Tseng’s commitment to collaborative research is 
precisely the catalyst we need to generate deep 
cooperative links necessary for future programs and 
center applications.   
-Simon Alford, PhD



Department of 
Anesthesiology

FACULTY OF THE YEAR
Leelach Rothschild, MD

Dr. Rothschild is a nationally recognized expert in 
the field of  anesthesia for osteogenesis imperfecta, 
and was instrumental in securing the contract to 
provide anesthesia services at Shriners Hospital for 
Children. She has developed a passion for 
understanding physician well-being and avoiding 
burnout, and is deeply committed to the growth of  
the department and to the enhancement of  
physician wellbeing.   
-David Schwartz, MD, FCCP



Department of 
Bioengineering

FACULTY OF THE YEAR
James Patton, PhD

Dr. Patton has demonstrated the highest level of  
excellence as a researcher and educator. His research 
programs focus on computational modeling of  
biomechanics, motor learning, and the neural control 
of  movement.  He has a strong record of  funded 
research and scholarship, and has worked hard to 
improve undergraduate and graduate curriculums in 
his area of  expertise.   
- Thomas Royston, PhD



Department of 
Dermatology

FACULTY OF THE YEAR
James Feinberg, MD, JD

Dr. Feinberg has played an instrumental and long-
term role in the department as a clinician and 
educator.  He brought a solid structure to the medical 
and procedural dermatology curriculum and training 
experience, implemented state-of-the-art technologies 
regarding laser surgery, and established a strong 
teledermatology program at the Jesse Brown VA 
which will serve as a model for expansion in our own 
program site.  
-Maria (Lina) Tsoukas, MD, PhD



FACULTY OF THE YEAR
Lisa Gehm, MD

Dr. Gehm’s many contributions to our 
department, our university, and our specialty 
particularly in the education of  our medical 
students, make her very deserving of  this 
award.  Her commitment to our medical 
students has been outstanding, and her efforts 
reflect a dedicated physician who has put forth 
sustained service, education, and clinical 
efforts. -Terry Vanden Hoek, MD, FACEP

Department of 
Emergency Medicine



Department of 
Family Medicine

Throughout his academic and professional trajectory, 
Dr. Sohn has demonstrated a deep and abiding 
commitment to educational excellence and has made 
substantial contributions to clinical work, scholarship 
and service.  As a facilitator of  the long-running M3 
Clinical Quandaries selective, Dr. Sohn fosters self-
directed learning. He says he experiences joy as 
students create their own inquiries and learn to think 
critically, exploring solutions based on their own 
search for evidence.  -Memoona Hasnain, MD, MHPE, PhD

FACULTY OF THE YEAR
Augustine Sohn, MD



Department of 
Medical Education

FACULTY OF THE YEAR
Jorge Girotti, PhD

Dr. Girotti is nationally renowned for his work 
at the Hispanic Center of  Excellence, which has 
achieved widespread repute for its pipeline and 
retention programs that span the continuum of  
medical education.  He has been one of  the 
most important figures in medical education in 
the Hispanic community throughout his career 
at DME, and is an incredible asset to the 
department and the College.
- Alan Schwartz, PhD



Department of 
Medicine

Dr. Briller is nationally and internationally known 
for her work in women and heart disease and in 
evaluating heart disease in high risk pregnancies.  
She has not only advocated for women faculty and 
trainees at UIC, she also spends much of  her 
professional and personal time working on issues 
related to women’s health. I am confident that Dr. 
Briller will make meaningful change in the lives of  
our women faculty in the department, at UIC, and 
beyond. -Patricia W. Finn, MD

FACULTY OF THE YEAR
Joan Briller, MD



FACULTY OF THE YEAR
Ali Djalilian, MD

Dr. Djalilian is a leading example of  a true 
clinician-scientist, bridging clinical experience with 
basic science and translational research projects. He 
is the recognized authority on immunologic issues 
in corneal/limbal stem cell transplantation and the 
surgical management of  severe ocular surface 
disease, and has developed innovations in surgical 
techniques that substantially improve surgical 
efficiency and patient outcomes.
-R.V. Paul Chan, MD, MSc, MBA, FACS

Department of 
Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences



Department of 
Pediatrics

FACULTY OF THE YEAR
Michelle Barnes, MD

Dr. Barnes has gathered widespread recognition for 
her leadership in medical education, patient 
communication, and community pediatrics/ advocacy.   
She makes a tremendous impact on the learning 
environment at UIC and far beyond.  Dr. Barnes’ 
interests in family-centered communication and 
community pediatrics and advocacy have enhanced 
our residency program, and will have a positive 
influence on countless current and future physicians.   
-Benjamin Van Voorhees, MD, MPH 



Department of 
Pharmacology

FACULTY OF THE YEAR
Jaehyong Cho, PhD

Dr. Gus Cho is an innovative researcher who has 
made break-through findings. His work has received 
much attention in the Journal of  Clinical Investigation 
and other related journals.  His work is relevant to 
the understanding and treatment of  
thromboinflammatory disease such as in the heart.  
He is also a leader in intra-vital imaging of  blood 
microvessels and uses new approaches to study 
blood cells in their physiological environment. 
-Asrar Malik, PhD



Department of 
Physiology & Biophysics

FACULTY OF THE YEAR
Chong Wee Liew, PhD

Dr. Liew is a nationally recognized scientist 
studying obesity and diabetes whose high impact 
research has uncovered novel modes of  regulation 
of  mammalian energy use and metabolic 
homeostasis.  His research is highly collaborative 
with UIC investigators, and he is an exceptional 
educator, mentor, and thesis advisor who engages 
in teaching and service with commitment, 
efficiency, and intelligence. 
-Jan Kitajewski, PhD



Department of 
Psychiatry

FACULTY OF THE YEAR
David Gavin, PhD

Dr. Gavin has dedicated his career to characterizing 
and identifying the relationship between
epigenetics and neuropsychiatric diseases. He has 
also excelled in the teaching domain, serving as 
director of  the Adult Psychiatry Neuroscience 
Research Track.  He has represented the department 
well through his research at the national level, 
through teaching and mentoring at the University 
level, and by providing excellent clinical care to the 
community.    -Anand Kumar, MD, MHA 



Department of 
Radiology

FACULTY OF THE YEAR
Winnie Mar, MD

Dr. Mar is one of  the Department's most 
productive and accomplished physicians on the 
clinical service. She has a broad knowledge base, 
and has a long track record of  excellence in 
teaching.  Her clinical care is vital to the department 
- it is difficult to imagine a more valuable radiologist 
for our unit. Dr. Mar is an exemplary citizen whose 
work ethic is beyond compare.  She functions as a 
wonderful example to the residents and the faculty.
-Charles E. Ray, Jr., MD, PhD, MS



Department of 
Surgery

FACULTY OF THE YEAR
Malek Massad, MD

Dr. Massad exemplifies the concept of  "triple 
threat" with exceptional performance in clinical 
service, teaching and academics.   He is a 
formidable technical cardiac surgeon whose work 
ethic is absolutely extraordinary.  He has been 
recognized for his outstanding performance in 
medical student education, is a brilliant clinical 
investigator, and has excelled in obtaining 
philanthropic support. -Enrico Benedetti, MD, FACS



Thank You & Warmest 
Congratulations to All 
of Our Awardees
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