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The College Committee on Instruction and Appraisal (CCIA) is the College of Medicine standing 
committee responsible for monitoring the effectiveness of the educational program leading to 
the MD degree as well as for assurance that the curriculum meets LCME accreditation 
standards. 

The CCIA continues oversight of the new and of the classic curricula at the Rockford, Peoria and 
Chicago campuses and of the classic curriculum as a separate track at the Urbana campus. 

 

 

Restructure of the CCIA subcommittee system 

The new Illinois Medicine Curriculum is requiring more oversight than did the classic 
curriculum. Integration of basic science concepts into the clinical arena, and developing 
instructional materials for clinical skills and themes has been complex and exciting work. In 
addition, three-campus collaboration is required to deliver a consistent College-wide 
curriculum. This has resulted in an updated curriculum committee structure, implemented in 
this past year, with committee charges drawn from College Bylaws. 

The new committee structure is designed to: 
• Foster LCME-required College-wide collaboration for creating and maintaining the 

Illinois Medicine curriculum and 
• Support the need for campus-specific management of logistics and resources 

 
 

The LCME accreditation process: 

CCIA has been monitoring the College’s progress through the LCME-accreditation process. 
Following the LCME site visit in April 2018, the College has created an LCME Action Plan that 
addresses areas of concern, and has formed a Student Experience Work Group to address 
student services issues.  The College is on track to respond to LCME’s timeline for resolution of 
these issues. 



 
Progress of the new Illinois Medicine Curriculum through the four-year 
MD program: 

 
The second year of Phase 1  

Launched in 2017/18, the Phase 1 curriculum is now ending its second year. CCIA and its 
subcommittees are reviewing continuous quality improvement data and approving strategic 
changes to courses and course structure. Data provided by the Medical Education Data Group 
are showing increased student satisfaction compared to previous years. 

The implementation of Phase 2   

Students entered Phase 2 of the curriculum in April 2019 with the advent of the new Clinical 
Connections and Competencies (C3) course that spans the length of the core clerkships year 
and into the M4 year. Students prepare for each clerkship by completing two online patient 
cases specific to each clerkship. During in-person C3 sessions, students practice procedural skills 
and attend sessions with faculty regarding key topics specific to readiness for professional 
responsibilities.  

Clerkships have been reporting regularly on their work within their Education Coordinating 
Committees to, for the first time ever, share consistent learning objectives, clinical 
requirements and more across campuses. They were ready for the first cohort that entered the 
Phase 2 curriculum in April. Students have enjoyed the improved consistency of curricular 
structure from clerkship to clerkship and from Phase 1 to Phase 2.  

The Neurology 4-week elective launched across the three campuses with concerted effort to 
secure clinical sites for students. Work is still in progress to support a required, 4-week 
clerkship in AY 2020/21. 

The future of Phase 3     

In February 2019, the Senate Committee on Educational Policy (SCEP) approved a plan for 
Phase 2/3 that includes an M4 year with 4 weeks of subinternship, 12 weeks of pathway 
selectives and continuation of the Clinical Connections and Competencies course, which will 
deliver a  two-week Transitions to Residency segment. The first cohort will enter Phase 3 in 
April 2020. 
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